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'* Say not thou, what is the cause that the former days vitte 
belter thao these ? For thou dost not inquire wisely eoncerniog this." 

There are two opposite extremes into which 
men are prone to fall when discoursing of the 
times in which they chance to live ; on the one 
hand, some will insist that every thing new and 
modern must necessarily be bad, and that there 
is nothing like the old times that are gone by; on 
the other hand, there are many who revile every 
thing which is ancient, as though its age must 
necessarily prove that it is useless and worthless, 
and are eager after reform, improvement, and 
novelty in everything. So that, what with those 
who find fault with what is new, and those who 
find fault with what is old, there is scarcely any- 
thing which gives universal satisfaction ; and few, 
indeed, are really contented with the manner in 
which Almighty God sees fit to order the affairs 
of this world. King Solomon, the wisest of men, 
has recorded his disapprobation of both these 
ways of viewing passing events*^ to t\\ft^^ '^Vnj^ ^^^ 
ever hurrying after {anc\?\A ^Ocvexw^'s. cJvvwc^^^-^^- 
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ment, he addresses this advice — " My son, fear 
thou the Lord and the King, and meddle not with 
them that are given to change ;"(l) while to those 
who are for ever boasting of the superiority of 
former ages, and grieving over the degeneracy of 
present times, he says, in the words of the text, 
" Say not thou, what is the cause that the former 
days were better than these ? for thou dost not 
inquire wisely concerning this/' The only safe 
course he knew to lie between the two extremes 
— ^in thankful contentment with the will of God, 
whatever it be. A habit of complaining, and rea- 
soning captiously upon the good or evil of the 
times in which it has pleased Him to cast our 
own lot, he knew to be dangerous and unprofita- 
ble, and utterly unbecoming such dependent and 
short-'sighted beings as we are. Not that he 
would have argued, either that former times were 
in every respect worse than the present, or that 
present times are in every respect perfect and 
utterly incapable of further improvement ; but 
only that it is unwise to inquire curiously into the 
reason why : lest while we may suppose ourselves 
to be profitably occupied in exercising a calm 
and unprejudiced judgment upon a matter which 
we fully understand, we should in fact be pre- 
samptaously exalting ourselves against God, as 

( 1 ) Provcr\)a xx\n . a\ . 
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though we were wiser than He, and could order 
events far better than He hasarrauged them^ and 
thus should lose all devout and humble reverence 
for the will of God, and gain a habit of setting up 
our own will instead thereof. I am not, there- 
fore, going to deny that there is anything in 
which former times were better than these ; nor 
to prove, that in all possible respects our own age 
is the best that the world has ever known ; but 
I shall take occasion, from the words of the Wise 
Man in the text, to shew that, all things consi- 
dered, if our lot had been cast in other times, it 
would not, probably, have been so favoured as it 
is at present ; and that if, in any particulars, we 
think we are worse off now than we should have 
been then, at all events it is not wise to inquire 
why, but that we should rest contented in the be- 
lief that the cause is well known to God, and that 
He has judged best for us. And I think that the 
subject is one upon which it may be profitable 
for us to meditate, because there is a fault to 
which we are all liable, viz., that of laying to the 
charge of bad times, bad seasons, and the like, 
these misfortunes which are more properly the 
consequence of our own bad management, and 
our own misuse of the gifts of Providence. 

Now we must observe that this is not a a^e&- 
tlon of men's characters^ ^o vcvmOcv ^^ ^^ "^^ VK-wji.^ 



6 Sermon on the Thanksgiving 

in which they live. Solomon does not say that it 
is unwise to ask why-former men were better than 
they are now ; but why former days were better 
than these; the one question might be most pro- 
fitable, because men's characters de]>end mainly 
upon themselves ; the other would be presump- 
tuous, for *^our times are in God's hands/' (1) 
For example, we might usefully ask what it was 
which rendered the saints and holy men of old 
confessedly so much better than we Christians in 
those latter days : but if, instead of comparing 
their characters with those of Christians in these 
days, we should compare the circumstances in 
which they lived with those with which we are 
now surrounded, and should argue that it was in 
these only that the true reason of their manifest 
superiority is to be found, and should excuse 
ourselves for our sins and shortcomings, on the 
ground that former times alone were better than 
these, we should be reasoning very falsely. Ours 
are days of peace, of justice, of liberty of con- 
science, of freedom from persecution, of light 
and knowledge ; theirs were days of wars and 
tumults, of bitter and grievous persecutions, of 
arbitrary and unjust tyranny, of blind and bigot- 
ted ignorance ; the true reason of their superio- 
rity over us consists in their holiness and devo- 

(1) Prov. xxxi. \5. 
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tion to God's service ; they bad counted the cost, 
and determined that it was ^^ better for them to 
enter into life halt or maimed'' — to suffer the loss 
of all things, and to bear the bitterest persecu- 
tions, ^^ rather than having two hands and two 
feet," and having '^had their good things in their 
lifetime/' to " be cast into hell fire/' as faithless 
and unprofitable servants, who feared to confess 
Christ before men. 

Blindness, however, to the real causes of things, 
and unreasonable complaining in the midst of cir- 
cumstances the most highly favoured, is natural 
to man, as the text clearly shews us. For at the 
time that Solomon wrote the words of the text, 
what was the condition of the Jewish people ? 
What days were those of which they complained, 
that the former were better than they ? Were 
they days of calamity, want or famine? Far 
otherwise. At no period during their history were 
the Jewish people so powerful or prosperous as 
they were under the reign of Solomon : — Jerusa- 
lem was the glory of the whole earth ; it flou- 
rished as the chief city of the world, not only in 
respect of its religious privileges, but in respect 
of its riches and power; gold was as common as 
silver, and silver as the stones of the street — " it 
was nothing accounted of in the days of Solo- 
mon." (1) Their treasury w^'Si ^\i!iV^ vV^sLnx. ^^«>c^^ 

0^ \1LW^%, x.«k\- 
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brought cargoes of gold from Ophir ; their reli- 
gion was firmly established — instead of the tem- 
porary tabernacle, a splendid temple had been 
built, in which the Almighty God caused a cloud 
to abide in the Most Holy place, as a sign of His 
visible presence. They were at peace with all 
their enemies — they rested from wars and unset- 
tled times ; their land overflowed with plenty, 
and their king was the wisest that ^ver ruled a 
kingdom. Yet, after all, their plenty had passed 
into surfeit, their ^^ fulness of bread" had pro- 
duced (as we are told it did in Sodom,) ^^ abun- 
dance of idleness ;''(!) idleness had produced dis- 
content, and discontent shewed itself in com- 
plaints of the times — ^in the midst of all their 
prosperity — they said, "what is the cause that 
the former days were better than these?" but 
what then were these former days ? they were 
but a succession of tumults, changes, and vicissi- 
tudes — constant wars, punishments brought upon 
the people through their sins, and the sins of 
their rulers — rebellious, captivities, and visitations 
of God's " four sore judgments — the sword, the 
famine, the noisome beast, and the pestilence ;"(2) 
yet, such was the blind discontent of these men, 
that they could ask why those days in which such 
calamities happened, were better than the peaceful 
and prosperous times they were l\\ei\ Ywva^ vci I 

(1) Ezekiel xci. 49. i^ Bzek\t\ xw. 1\. 
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and what was their object in thus complaining ^ 
clearly to find some excuse for their own sins, 
and to shift off the blame from themselves upon 
the circumstances in which they were placed ; 
that is, in effect, to charge Almighty God with 
being the cause of their iniquities. And if this 
was the case in \he time of Solomon, when the 
falsehood of the plea was so glaringly evident, 
may we not conclude, my brethren, that it is the 
same now ? and when men say, as they now often 
do, that these are hard times — that there is 
more distress now than formerly — that the neces- 
saries of life are obtained with greater difficulty 
— that the poor are more oppressed, and the rich 
more hard-hearted — and that, in short, '^ former 
days were better than these ;*' is there not reason 
to fear, either that they are saying what is not 
really true — or else, that in saying it, even if in 
some measure it should be true, they are endea- 
vouring to excuse their own vice, ungodliness, 
waste and misuse of the blessings they possess, 
by the presumptuous complaint that they are 
'^ delivered to do all these abominations ;*'(!) and 
that Providence has dealt so hardly and unjustly 
with them, that they cannot be expected to fear 
God, or to keep His commandments ? 

I think I can show you, that it is not true that 
** former times were beUet \)ft».w xickRSiR.^^ ^^^ 
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I will remark first of all, that when we talk 
of the difFerence^between one period and another, 
we 0iust take an enlarged view of things — we 
must not consider the question with reference to 
one class of people only — or in reference to one 
or two particular subjects only; but we must 
take everything into account — balance the advan- 
tages against the disadvantages, and then I 
believe it will never be found that the former 
days were better than these, but that good and 
evil have always been impartially distributed. 
Take, for example, the times which the elder 
among you can well remember, when this coun- 
try was so long at war. It is very true that then 
farmers got high prices, and the labourer got 
somewhat higher wages, although by no means in 
the same proportion. In these respects you will 
say the former days were better 3 but now look 
what is to be set against these apparent advan- 
tages. The immense expense of maintaining 
armies and fleets, which greatly increased the 
taxes, and to this hour burdens the country with 
heavy debt; the high price of bread and other pro- 
visions, which at one time almost threatened a 
famine; to say nothing of the domestic losses 
which scarcely any family in the country escaped, 
by the death of some one or more of its members 
IfJ/Ied in battle, and the coutiuweA At^iwci^ o€ qC 
nien for the supply both of army «ix\dL ww^* 
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We heard, again, but lately, of serious distur- 
bauces in tbe manufacturing districts, and we 
are continually told of Cbartists, Anti- corn-law 
Leaguers, Socialists, and all manner of factious 
and dangerous combinations, of ill-disposed and 
unprincipled persons; and many are therefore in- 
cliued to say that these are very evil times, and 
that in former days there was less disorder, and 
sedition than there is now : — but if we look at the 
history of the last 50 years past we shall see that 
this is not true ; that there were riots and tumults 
quite as serious then, and that blasphemy and 
disloyalty and disaffection to government and 
religion were quite as common then, if not more 
so, than they are now. And although it cannot 
be doubted that there is much genuine distress in 
those districts for the relief of which we were lately 
called upon to make contributions,(l) I do not 
imagine it is greater — taking one class of people 
with theother — than that which existed in the time 
of the war, in consequence of the scarcity and high 
price of provisions ; nor do I believe that there 
is greater distress, generally y now than formerly ; 
though it may be more severe in particular locali- 
ties; and one thing I am well assured of, that there 
was not more well bestowed charity formerly 
than now, and that the real wants of the poor were 

(I) Th§ Qaeea 's Le iter tot the reUet %A ^% ^\xt\v^^ia^^i!^'*>s^^^xx^^ 
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never better provided for, and the rich raen never 
more alive to their duty than in the present day, 
so that if there is now a larger population — and 
consequently more poor in distress, there are also 
more rich who are able and willing to relieve them. 

Yet let me repeat, that I am by no means say- 
ing that we in these days need no improvement ; 
— I am only arguing after the manner of men, 
— setting higher considerations for a moment 
out of the question, — that it is unreasonable 
and untrue to say that former times were better 
than these, and to sit idly repining at the will of 
God, instead of making it a point of conscience to 
view everything in the best light and to account 
ourselves in fault, instead of our Creator. 

I do not say that the rich in all respects do 
their duty ; what class indeed does ? Selfishness 
and the love of gain rule the hearts of many 
now as formerly ; there is many an act of op- 
pression in these days, for which God will take 
account; but this is not peculiar to these times — 
or to any times — ^it existed even in the days of 
St. James — " Behold" — he says — addressing the 
rich men of those days — "the hire of the labour- 
ers who have reaped down your fields, which is 
of you kept back by fraud, crieth : and the cries 
of them that reaped are entered into the ears of 
t/fe Lord of Sabaoth — ^ye have WveA. \\i ^\^"^%\vt^ 
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on the eai*tb^ and been wanton: ye have nourished 
your heart, as in a day of slaughter.'^ (1) ^' The 
labourer is worthy of bis bire/^ (2) and the with- 
holding of due wages, and ^^ grinding the faces of 
the poor" (8) is one of the sins against which the 
Bible testifies most strongly— but on the other 
band, ^^ if a man wiU not work,'' an Apostle has 
said, ^^ neither let him eat;'' (4) and if any poor man 
is inclined to say that in former days he had more 
help from the parish, and to count it a hardship 
that now be cannot upon all occasions get relief 
from it as soon as he applies, it would be well for 
bim to consider what are the true principles on 
which the land-owner, or the rich man, is bound 
to help the poor. There is no law either of God or 
man, which makes it incumbent upon one man to 
help another, except in a case of sickness or infir^ 
mity, unless that other will prove himself not un* 
worthy of charitable assistance by helping himself 
by his own labour and industry. There was a 
law passed in the former days so often re- 
ferred to, requiring the overseers of every parish 
to set the poor who had no means of subsistence 
to work — but in process of time this came to be 
abused so generally that the poor imagined they 
had a right to come to the parish for relief in every 

(1) St. James v. 4, 5. (2) St. Luke x. 7« (3»\ UVsia.'^.NSi. 

(4) iTheawVWV.\Q- 
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instance when they had no work, and would not 
take the trouble of seeking it : and that he who 
had a large family might claim relief as his right 
in proportion to that family. It was to remedy 
these abuses that the new Act for the relief of the 
poor was made ; the principle of which is that 
one able-bodied man's labour is worth as much 
as that of another, and that no one, except the 
aged and infirm, is to be maintained without 
working : and although this may be complained 
against by those who find it much less inconveni- 
ent to come to the parish and demand relief than 
to work honestly and earn it, yet you may depend 
upon this — that it is the only principle which will 
keep the poor man in genuine respectability, and 
give him industrious, frugal, and temperate ha^ 
bits. The old state of things destroyed the spirit 
of English independence, and encouraged idleness 
and vice— it deadened the ties of natural affection 
— it hardened the parents against their children, 
and the children against their parents, — the 
parish was expected to bear every burden, instead 
of each helping the other, as the law of God re- 
quires of every one. Therefore, while I protest 
against the injustice and oppression of forcing 
men to work for a pittance which is hatdly 
eaougb to keep body and soul together, I must 
'emlnd you, my poorer friendS) l\ial ^o\« N<g^- 
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fare^ temporal and spiritual, depends upon your 
indoBtry, and your habits of frugality and thrifti- 
neas. "The labourer is worthy of his hire" — 
tme— bat the $ober labourer is more worthy than 
the drunkard — the diligent is more worthy than 
the ttffo— ^e honest is more worthy than the pil- 
ferer* It is a minister's duty to speak the truth, 
and that on both sides without partiality, and 
therefore, I will never cease my endeavours pub- 
lidy to impress upon you that it is not because 
the times are bad — ^it is not because bread is dear 
—it is not because woric is scarce, that you are in 
distress — though all these causes may and doubt- 
leas do bear a share in it — but they are all aggra- 
vated ten-fold by your own misconduct — and 
especially by your squandering of your money 
andyour time indrink. Consider in what manner 
noany of you have testified your gratitude to 
Almighty God for His goodness in granting us the 
abundant harvest, for which our public thanksgiv- 
ings have this day been offered up : — by drinking: 
have you not gone from house to house, confessed- 
ly for the purpose of collecting money merely to 
drink? (1) and how many of you have laid by any- 
thing for a season of necessity ? not one in ten — 

(1) In allasion to an idle castom prevalent in the agricultural 
parts of Hertfordshire, which it would be most desirable to discourage : 
parties of labonrera go round to the prineipal houses in the parish 
after harvest, collecting what they term largess money ; the produce 
of whieh iB immediately tpent «l «ii %\e-Wi\t« 
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nay^ not one in fifty : with such habits^ the only 
difference which good and bad times can make^ 
is the degree in which men can obtain the means 
of indulging their vices, and a season of plenty and 
cheapness,therefore,instead of improving the cloth- 
ing and wholesome food of a family — instead of 
paying their just debts, or providing a resource 
against the time of sickness or age^only leaves more 
to be spent in drink, and so God's best gifts beoono^ 
an occasion of greater sin. 

I have been induced to make these observa- 
tions, my brethren, which are perhaps of a 
more exclusively secular nature than those which 
are generally addressed to you from the pulpit, 
in consequence of the public thanksgiving 
to Almighty God, which has been directed 
throughout the country for the bountiful harvest, 
which has just ended. I have taken the view 
of former and present times which I have 
just set before you, in consequence of a dis- 
position which I have observed in some to regard 
the dispensations of Providence, in this and in 
other respects, with a fretful and discontent- 
ed calculation, and to speak as though it re- 
quired something quite out of the common way, 
some almost miraculous interference^ to justify the ^ 
appointment of an extraordinary thanksgiving. 
TAus for example, I have heard \l s«id tVi^t the 
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harvest this year is nothing so very remarkable, 
that there have been many finer ones without 
any public notice of this kind being taken of 
them; whether this be true or not, is not the 
questioii — but surely we do " not inquire wisely 
concerning this." Who, or what, are we, that we 
should presume to decide what is worth thank- 
ing God for, and what is not worth it ? Surely 
the humble, thankful spirit of the patriarch Jacob 
is more befitting us — " I am not worthy of the 
least of all the mercies and of all the truth, which 
thou hast shewed thy servant." (1) Let us then, 
instead of spending our time in idly enquiring 
whether this year is better than last — devoutly 
raise our thoughts to the real question, to which 
God by His yearly mercies desires to lead us — 
viz: — how we have improved our past blessings, 
and what are our intentions and resolutions for 
the future. Think you indeed, that all these 
things fall out by a sort of mechanical chance 
routine ? So that winter succeeds to summer, 
harvest to seed-time, cold to heat, without the 
especial guidance of God ? It is not so. We 
trace the providence of God in all — in everything 
that happens to us as a nation, or as individuals, 
alike we may see His hand who "doeth according 
to His will, in the army of hcavei\, «i\A.?cccv^>x^'<^^ 

(I) Genesis xxxiv. \o. 
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inhabitants of the earth." (I) And does He thus 
order events — and has He continued to order 
them from the creation until now, only that we 
may curiously and listlessly compare presisntdays 
with former days, and gather occasions to mur- 
mur at His injustice ? No. If we will read the 
book of the world aright, we must begin by ac- 
knowledging that whatever of good He has shown 
us has been utterly unmerited, and that whatever 
of evil we have experienced has been infinitely 
less than we deserved, and has been designed in 
mercy to lead us to consider our ways and to 
turn our feet into His testimonies. 

And now — before we leave this subject, let us 
pass from the affairs of this world, wherein one 
man is made for wise purposes to differ from 
another in outward rank, wealth, and station, to 
those holy spiritual things in their right and title 
to which all men are equal, and let us consider 
whether there is reason to say that in these 
respects " the former days were better than these." 
That such a question was not applicable to the 
days in which the Apostles lived, our Lord Him- 
self teaches, where He says, to His disciples, " ve- 
rily, verily I say unto you, that many prophets and 
righteous men have desired to see the things that 
yc see^ and have not seen them ; and to hear the 

(1) Daniel W. 35.- 
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things that yc hear, and have not heard them."(l) 
And if the privileges of the disciples were so 
great^ though they were in poverty, and about 
to become hated of all men, that the circumstan- 
ces of the patriarchs, and even of Solomon him- 
self in all his wisdom and glory, would not bear 
comparison with them for a moment : how much 
greater privileges must needs be ours "upon 
whom the ends of the world are come." (2) True, 
we have not Christ with us in person, as the dis- 
ciples had, but we have His assurance that He will 
be with us always — we have His promise that the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom He sent 
down upon the apostles after His ascension, shall 
abide with His Church for ever — we have all the 
revelations of Scripture and the latest instructions 
of the Apostles as the Holy Ghost inspired them, — 
we see the full mystery of godliness, which it was 
not given even to the apostles themselves to under- 
stand save in measure during the time that Christ 
abode with them. Blessed indeed are the eyes 
which see the things which we see. There have 
been times when, to be a Christian, was to be an 
outcast and a criminal : when, to profess the faith 
of the Saints would have subjected us to bonds and 
imprisonments. Now, nothing but our own luke- 
warm ness and reluctance hinder ovw V^^vcv^ vs^ 

(/; St. Matt. xii. 17. ^ \ Cox. t.. w. 
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people fearing God and working righteousness 
with zeal, no man forbidding us. We have our 
churches — we have our bibles — we have the word 
preached — the holy Sacraments administered — 
we may speak our minds freely one to another, 
and may enjoy the advice and counsel of those 
who know better than ourselves. To all equally 
is the hope of pardon and salvation held out freely 
through Jesus Christ, — to all are the promises of 
grace given — all are invited to pray — to all it is 
said " ask and ye shall receive ;'* all were made 
at their baptism " members of Christ, children of 
God, aod heirs of the kingdom of heaven.'" (1) 
Say not then, what is the cause why the former 
times were better than these, for thou dost not 
inquire wisely concerning this. Ask rather, how 
shall. we show that we are not unmindful of the 
peculiar blessings, temporal and spiritual, with 
which we are now favoured ? 

First of all, let me urge you who have benefitted 
in any particular manner by the abundant harvest 
which is just ended, not to omit the Christian duty 
of sanctifying God's gifts by making a pious and 
charitable use of them. I do not say merely 
what might be said upon no higher grounds than 
common worldly prudence,"donot squander them 
idly and wastefully away upon drinking and fair- 

(i^ Charch Catechism. 
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going, and merry-making, upon dress and finery 
unbecoming your station/' but," consider as those 
who must give account, how you may best follow 
the pious advice of Solomon, " honour the Lord 
with thy substance and with the first fruits of all 
thy increase — so shall thy barns be filled with 
plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new 
mne."(l) Have any of you fathers or-mothers in 
age or infirmity ? — Give to them some small extra 
offering of affection " as unto the Lord/* Have 
any of you friends or relations in distress ? Ex- 
tend to them some additional and seasonable 
assistance : if you have no such near calls upon you, 
look round upon those who are in want, though 
they be strangers to you — or if none such occur, 
take occasion now to offer something for the fur- 
therance of Christian missions to the heathen. (2) 
Such was the manner in which the Israelites of 
old, whatever was their rank or wealth, were 
commanded to appear before the Lord once in the 
year with a basket of fruits of the earth, and to 
recite in a set form of thanksgiving, what God had 
done for them and their father Jacob, and to ex- 
press their grateful remembrance of it, and offer 
their gifts before God, saying " behold, now 1 have 

(1) Proverbs iii. 9, 10. 

(3) A box for the reception of voluntary contributiQii& tA\.Vv<t ^cye^x.^ 
for the Propagation of the Gospel m {oi«\gii ^^\\.% \& '^■ajt't^ ^ "^^ 
d€}or of the Church at Knebworth. 
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brought the first fruits of the land, which Thou, 
Lord, hast given me." (1) 

And lastly, I earnestly pray and exhort you to 
begin henceforth more stedfastly and sincerely to 
repent of your sins, and to seek the Lord your 
God. O pass not thus from childhood to youth, 
from youth to age, in insensibility to the good- 
ness of God, and disregard of His fear. Remem- 
ber there is a harvest at hand, whereof each 
succeeding harvest on earth is to us a warning 
type and prefigurement. We all here present, 
and all the world besides, are the crop which 
shall then be gathered in — " The field is the 
world,"" said our blessed Lord in speaking of it, 
" the good seed are the children of the kingdom, 
but the tares are the children of the wicked one, 
the enemy which sowed them is the devil, the har- 
vest is the end of the world, and the reapers are 
the angels."* (2) Now, good and evil grow together, 
and none but God can surely distinguish their 
real characters — but at that day they will be sepa- 
rated the onefrom the other, never more to be con- 
founded together. Consider, my brethren ; seri- 
ously, whose you are, and whom you are serving : 
whether you are wheat or tares ; the children of 
the kingdom, or the children of the wicked one. 
You have no concern with former times, nor with 

0) neat, xxvi. 1—10. {1) St. "NI«lU. -xvW. -aft. 



for an Abundant Harvest. 23 

the characters or examples of those that went 
before you, save to imitate what was good 
in them, and to take warning by what was 
evil. The present day, be it what it may, 
is your day of grace : and for your use or 
abuse of that — be its advantages great or be they 
small — be it prosperous or be it evil — ^you will 
have to account. Therefore harden not your 
hearts against the truth, and seek not vain ex- 
cuses, — but cast in your lot with the true children 
of God. And may He, who has hitherto given us 
fruitful seasons, and blessed us in temporal mat- 
ters, far more richly than we deserve, and who 
hath also placed us in His Church and regenerated 
us with His Holy Spirit, and sown the good seed 
of His Word in our hearts, — may He water it 
abundantly with the continual dew of His bless- 
ing, that it may bring forth fruit unto life eternal, 
that we may of His infinite mercy be gathered at 
the last great harvest into the heavenly garner 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



JB. U'. COBB, PRINTEB., UlBB.Tr<^^^^ 



